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National Transportation Ssfety Board 
Washington, D.C. 20594 

AUG 1 8 2N3 
Office of the Vice Chairman 

Samuel G. Bowso  
Acting Admimistrator 
Research and SpecialPrograms Administration . 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Mr. Bonasso: 

Thank you for the May 5, 2003, response to the National ~ransportatio~Safety Board 
regarding Safety Recommendation H-95-37,stated below, ~ b i c hwas issued to the Federal 
Highway Administration (THWA) as a r w l t  of the Safety Board's special.hvestigati~nof an 
accident involving a cargo tank c-g liiuefied petroleum gas (LPG) in White Plains, 
New Yoxk, onJuly 27, 199'4. The Board note that the responsibility for thi5 issue now lies with 
the-~ederalMotor,Carrier Safety Awh!ti.on WCSA). : . .  . . . ., . .',.. . .. , 

.. 
:In cobp&&on with thk Federal 'ElighWay'Administratioii Fed% Motor C d e r  : 

Safety ~dministration'], stndy methods and develop standards to hpmve the 
&&wQ*& an of C W ~ O  used to trmqort liquefied gases andfront h d ~  t& 


i e t ~  cdmpreSsd gases;
nonf~&&le 
., - - . . . -., 

' 'T&' ~ n f k w  k 8 f i 5~ ~ a r d a ~ r & i i ( e s '  copies ofthe two most r&mt.stadieskonductedby 
Pressure Sciencesthat -multedip bko reports: "F;rther Work tblhnpmve ~&d%rfhke&aFF~ont 
He& af MC-33 1 Cargo T& Motor Vehicles," dated March 2001, and "Evaluation of F'EWA 
Study of ~ccidmtStresses in Rollover Protkchn Structures,'' dated April 2001. The Board notes 
that these economic and physical m&hg shr tks  were ~onductedto hpmvexllent of 
crashworthiness on eont heads of ewga tanks and ways ,to ~ t i p t ethe effects of the impact to 
prevent failure of the ta&. Desi&~d t m a t i v ~included (1) W&&g I t& - ' th iaessk .  and 
configuritions, -@ -&ding a se.&wf;ead' -energy-af'$&b&,+&macings;' add '(3)' &d&.,.$ vdO% 

absarbkg mat&aIs of thicknesses. The Board mernot- that, based upon the e g s  
of we &Y8es, &PA detdII:d7thatihe econamics qf thesemeasures do notand the~ M C S A  

. , -
I .  , I .  . .justify m&&tini &&. " 
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The Safety Boaid te&gniz& the'coopgrative &ofts;af,RSPA. and the FMCSA to study 
methods to improve crashworthiness of fimt heads on csgo tanks used to transport liquefied 

. '  . , I  ' , . '  2 - carrier ~ s p o ~ i b f i t i e ~  
the M A to f i t  agk iq .  . . . .. . - ..
-. 1 7 ,  . ,.- :;Ir.; 


' %S recomm@ati~nwas rasmed when :+e WCSA,WF ~re;tted, ~ d  moved out of 
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. r ' . . 9- ' , 
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